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No time to produce a full report so here are a few bits and pieces about our time O/S. 

While we had an excellent time, and saw lots of 'stuff', I'll save the boring and exciting bits for 
when we next meet in person. 

Just some quick comments - having viewed a few Caravan/Camping 'parks' in the UK over their 
quite warm summer holidays we think Australia has it MUCH better (not even counting the weath-
er).  While almost all of our commercial parks have level sites, water, power, lighting, camp kitch-
en, amenities, and often extras such as pools, tennis courts etc. many of the UK sites are 
'seasonal' in a sloping field in a farm with NO facilities - but still cost up to $100 a night if pre-
booked!  Another problem we don't seem to face is the when UK people buy vans or motor homes 
they are often standard European models, with the door and the awning on the wrong side of the 
van for the UK. I won't mention the single-lane hedged roads in Cornwall, however I don't think I 
would want to back up 500 yards to let a farm tractor past! Nor will I mention the regular sign 
while driving sensibly on your side of a 2-way road 'ONCOMING TRAFFIC IN YOUR LANE' - 
what could it be this time:? 

• Medieval house set diagonally into the road with the corner approximately where the centre-  
line should be? 

• Historical stone one-lane bridge on a corner T-junction? 

• Modern speed-limiting chicane? 

etc. 

Most vans are very lightweight (ADRIA and other equivalents) and their tow hitch looks toy-like to 
me, as well as most of the tow-vehicles. I think I saw only one Land Cruiser towing on the whole 
trip. 

 Norway and Iceland seemed to have a 50-50 mix of motor homes (many being rented) and cara-
vans.  Some in Iceland have come from Denmark (with stopover in Faeroe Islands) on the most 
expensive car ferry trip in the world.  With a stopover each way using our car & van as a sample it 
costs A$9224 without any meals, but is fully booked until next year… 

 

SEE YOU ALL SOON 



Along with intermittent showers and long bursts of sunshine, 10 AVans rolled into the Blackheath 
Glen Tourist Park. The caravan park was situated in a valley with lots of bushland around and the 
council swimming pool opposite and a lovely big 
park. The caravan park was well laid out with ce-
ment slabs on many sites. The unexpected treat 
was,  heaters secured to the ceiling in both the WC 
and shower section. Oh what bliss. Happy hour 
came around very quickly and after re-arranging 
some of the tables and chairs, we were all set up 
for a session. The camp kitchen was very new and 
well laid out, BUT when we had to share the kitch-
en with other campers, who watched the football 
on the TV over the weekend, we couldn’t talk. 

Over the week, everyone enjoyed the many places that the Blue Mountains offered. Govetts Leap 

was a popular spot as was Evans Lookout and Perrys Lookdown. The views over The Grose Val-

ley where the sandstone cliffs glow orange at sunset were magnificent. A few visited the Mega-

long Valley and the Tea Rooms. Chris and Bill wandered through the leafy forests of the Fairfax 

Heritage track. 

Lyn and Tom needed a nice lunch at Gardiners Inn to recover from all the peering over Leaps 

and  Lookdowns. 

The autumn leaves at Mt Wilson were beautiful but 

spoiled by so many tourists taking photos plus  the coffee 

shop was closed. Ron and Anita managed to avoid the 

many visitors and Ron avoided the camera. 

Lindsay and Elaine were somewhat limited in their travels 

(mainly to mechanic and back) as their car had mechanical problems which took some days to 

fix. They say walking is good for your health. 

Antique shops in Katoomba were popular but expensive 

but Devonshire Tea at the Carrington Hotel was a real 

treat. 

Kay and Ian went down memory lane, from 30 years ago 
when they stayed at the Hydro Majestic. This visit was 
much better, as the hotel has been refurbished. 

June and Kevin met up with Jan (Kevin’s sister), where 

they took a drive to Megalong Valley and had a most enjoyable lunch, then later in the day, they 

met up with Bill, Chris and Ken at the Old Ford Campground. 

Reinhard managed to drag himself away from his ensuite and passed a busy day visiting Mega-
long Valley, Anvil Rock and Govetts L/O, Blackheath and the 3 Sisters at Katoomba. 

And last of all, Bronwyn and Beverley drove to Mt Black-
heath, which gave amazing views of the Kanimbla Valley. 
The spot that took our breath away, was the run off where 
the hang gliders take off !! I got giddy just standing at the 
top of the run off ramp. 

When Ken was asked what he enjoyed the most, he re-
plied “EVERYTHING”. 

As tradition would have it, we all went out for dinner to the Gardiners Inn. A charming old hotel 
with excellent food. 

A great week exploring the Blue Mountains. 
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TRYING NOT TO DISCUSS ARL 

MORE DIET FOOD? 

TESTING THE HEARING 

LOOKING COLOURFUL 



Wednesday - Stopped to free camp at the Cobar RSL and met up with Beverley During the day 

viewed the Great Cobar Copper Mine and Open Cut. Very impressive.  

Thursday - Cobar to Broken Hill. Stopped at Wilcannia for a bit of a feed and a rest.  

Booked into the Broken Hill Racecourse, on powered sites.  

Friday - An “own thing” day. Had morning tea at Gloria Jeans, at the 

Tourist Information Centre. Excellent coffee, lots of naughty stuff to 

eat. We kept going back there!!! Erika and I did the heritage walk 

from the Info Centre. Weather cold, but beautiful. Visited the Sulphide 

Junction, a part of the long closed Silverton tramway. A very impres-

sive building. The station consisted of a group of museums and had a 

variety of subjects, not just rail related.  

Saturday - Drove to Silverton, visited an artist’s studio and also the old 

school. Had lunch at the famous Silverton Pub, and boy it was busy! 

Went to Mundi Mundi lookout and the views went of forever. We then 

went to the Umberikana dam. This dam was Broken Hill’s original water 

supply. It was so strange seeing this huge body of water suddenly ap-

pear in middle of dry semi desert. 

Sunday - Went to see the largest acrylic painting in the world, it is 100 me-

tres long x 12 metres high and features representations of different parts of 

the region. Pro Hart’s gallery is brilliant! Beverley visited the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service and found it to be amazing. 

Monday - Travelled from Broken Hill to Menindee and setup at the 
Menindee Lakes Caravan Park which is right on the edge of the lake and 
we were lucky enough to be there with the lake full. Did some touring 
around the lakes and visited the village of Sunset Strip (!) At the local golf 
course you a round cost you 70 cents. The only thing missing from the course 

was grass.  

 

Tuesday - Did a part circuit of Pamamaroo Lake, all dirt roads and after a full 

night of rain the driving was somewhere between exciting and terrifying. Sadly 

we saw a victim of the road turned mud pan with a car and van rolled off the 

side of the road facing a 4 metre drop and no way of getting out. Had lunch at 

the Manners Pub in Menindee itself. A good, traditional pub meal. Food was 

good – it was packed.  

Wednesday - Menindee to Peterborough.  

Thursday - The Peterborough Town Hall is a beautiful old building and contains 

a magnificent tapestry that describes the history of Peterborough. The name of the town was 

originally Peterburg, but the name was changed because of anti-German sentiments in WW1. 

The Town Carriage Museum on the main street, is an old railway carriage that contains a lot of 

old railway artefacts. Looked at the “Bob, the Railway Dog” memorial. He famously travelled on 

trains right through the region but always managed to make it back to Peterborough.  

Friday - Visited the Peterborough Printers Museum, we had to cut the visit short as we were run-

ning out of time, but really recommend it. It’s simply amazing and the volunteers are passionate 

and knowledgeable about all things printing. Travelled the Burra and stopped at Mt Bryan for 

lunch. In the park next to the rest area is mounted a wind farm blade. They are absolutely enor-

mous and you don’t realise just how big they are until you see one up close! From there 

travelled to the Burra Caravan Park. Cont 
3 

TRAINS NOT RUNNING 

THE END OF THE WORLD? 

AVAN ROCK GROUP 

WHAT! A DOG? 



Saturday - Did part of the tourist walk around Burra and part of North 

Burra, what a beautiful town. It is full of historic relics (including some 

passing through like me) and it is spotless. Visited the information Cen-

tre and for a deposit we were given keys to a the tourist attractions that 

are normally locked up. What a great idea. Marianne and Rupert met 

us there. Visited the Burra mining operations ruins that were very inter-

esting. From the Burra lookout there’s a great view across the huge 

open cut mine, now part filled with water onto the various building that 

made up the mine’s facilities. 

Sunday - Travelled from Burra to Cobdogla Station Caravan Park. A beautiful park located on a 

lake 

Monday - Went to the Murtho Forest Lookout, that overlooks the Murray River. Great photo op-

portunities, but was blowing a gale on the day we visited. Did a tour 

around the lake and stopped at Barmera, a pretty village on the opposite 

(Southern) side of the lake from our caravan park . 

Tuesday - Travelled from Cobdogla Station Caravan Caravan Park and 

stayed at the Apex Beach Holiday Park. Nice park but a couple of the 

spots, proved a challenge to get into and setup. Had dinner at the local 

club with Marianne and Rupert: we had an option to stay a second 

night, but because of bad weather on the horizon and our Mungo NP 

bookings cancelled, it was decided to leave the following day and 

head for home. 

Wednesday to Saturday - Travelled from Mildura to West Wyalong. 

Stopped at Weethalle to view the magnificent silo art. Then from 

West Wyalong to Dalby and home. 
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THE FAB FIVE 

YET ANOTHER PUB 

ART. AT LONG LAST 

OVER THE DOUBLE LINES WHERE’S THE B BALL? FROM LINDSAY’S TOY AVAN 

MEDINDEE LAKES GOLF CLUB 
CHEVINE 

WHO’S BEST - TAKE YOUR PICK 



 
Ian and I spent a few days prior to this gathering at Urunga: mainly to see and walk the 850m 
boardwalk. 

Not on! It is closed until the middle of next year for repair and upgrading. We did manage a  

walk over the local wetlands where the board walk is made from 2.5 million recycled plastic bags 
saved by the community. AMAZING! 

Urunga has grown from a tiny town of 100 (1960) to now supporting a population of over 3,000 
and is a place with much surrounding it - Bellingen - Raliegh Winery - The Beehive. 

We travelled a whole 20 Kms to meet with the Youngs (members for 25years), the McLeans 
(members for 6 months) and the Johnstones who stayed in a cabin with their daughter Amy. 

The Foreshore CP is on the Nambucca River - a small but adequate park without a camp kitchen 
so all our happy hours (4.30 - when else) were spent close together in the Young’s annex. They 
even provided a heater when it became too cool. 

Nambucca Heads is a hilly town with many boardwalks, beaches and boasts a 30m mosaic 
“lounge” in the main street. On Saturday, the huge Bellingen markets were on so we all headed up 
there for a few hours of fun and entertainment The Bellingen Big Band were out in force with a 
very “jazzy” repertoire. We all did our own things which included driving through the forest from 
Bowraville, heading up to Dorrigo and Dangar Falls, taking in the beautiful country around Valla 
Beach, Scotts Head and Macksville. A few were even lucky enough to sight a dolphin at Shelly 
Beach. 

The traditional group lunch (too cold for dinner) was held at the nearby Golf Club which is on an 
island. Elsewhere, meat pies seemed to be the staple fare. 

It was a pleasure to have Amy Johnstone along with us as she has been living in the Middle East 
for many years and we spent some time discussing her life in a male dominated Muslim area. 

A couple of memories from early 2018 
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ABOUT TO BE EATEN         THE NEW        THE OLD      WOW! A YOUNG ONE    FAR TOO TYRED 



The weather was crisp and cool but sunny, perfect for a winter gathering with 19 people attending. 

Thank you to Maree for allowing the use of her home and providing tea, coffee, nibblies, tables, 

chairs, and of course, her special brew. 

We all enjoyed our picnic lunches with slices and cakes provided by others. 

The day as always was entertaining, especially where Maree is in-

volved, resulting in jokes, games, giveaways and laughter. 

Best dressed was Kevin looking ever so dapper with his red beret. 

Good to catch up with Laurie and Erica who drove down from 

Queensland. (Laurie took a little while to get the hang of hitting the 

target ) Great day, good company. 

HOSTING 

  We  need hosts for 2026 

Simply volunteer and spread the load 

Try hosting - it brings people together  

and makes for a more enjoyable gathering 

Our website 

Dear members our website has a lot of information which 

has accumulated over time and by  dint of hard work from 

our very dedicated webmaster.  It is a way of helping to at-

tract potential new members. 

I suggest that many of our members do not peruse our 

website very often.  Please do this as it is important that 

you know what is in there and also to keep us aware if any-

thing needs to be updated. 

I am particularly aware that we put a facility there so that 

members could notify the program co-ordinator they have 

booked for a particular gathering and also to register any 

comments as well but not many members use this.  It does 

provide a permanent record of your advice and is preferred 

to your phone calls/text messages/verbal communication. 

( I have other things happening and sometimes I forget to 

record the information.)  This facility is very helpful. 

For the benefit of all of us could you all please spend a little 

more time making use of this very good website. 

Kevin 

As you travel around our country in your van, if you find some magic 

place, why not share it with us. Write a short article with a couple of pic-

tures, allow us to share your enjoyment and perhaps go there together. 
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PRESIDENT   Mike Hall   0412 274 419       mikescotthall@bigpond.com    

VICE PRESIDENT   Ken Groves    0431 083 212   kag201953@gmail.com  

SECRETARY   Laurie McCormack  4681 0368 --  0400 354 776 sccavan@gmail.com  

     Mailing Address:  4 Hilton Park Rd, Tahmoor, NSW 2573 

TREASURER   David Luttrell    0457 881 936       sccavan.treasurer@gmail.com    

PROGRAM CO-ORD.   Chris Johnstone  0438 881 670                christinejjohnstone@yahoo.com.au 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  Ian Miller   0408 620 921        kayandian43@bigpond.com 

WEBMASTER   Linda Heffer   4344 3419  --  0419 694 522     sccavan.webmaster@gmail.com  

WELFARE OFFICER  Dianne Luttrell  0457 881 936                 sccavan.welfare@gmail.com 
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Sept 17th - 24th - Yass Caravan Park 

Oct 29th - 5th - Grafton Sunset Caravan Park 

Nov 26th - Dec 3rd - AGM Shoal Bay Holiday Park 

Booking in for gatherings 

No need to contact the Program Co-ordinator 

Use the Gatherings Attendance page on the club website: 

                       https://www.sccavanners.com/ 

AFTER 7 YEARS OF 

EDITORING, IT IS 

TIME TO BREAK MY 

PENCIL AND RETIRE. 

The years have been an interesting 

mix of fun, fine articles and occa-

sional frustration. 

Thank you to the many who have 

helped make the Advocate what it 

is.  

Now someone needs to put their 

hand up at the coming AGM. 

E

Thanks, once again, to Rob Sangster 

for his humorous offering 
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